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To his horror, when completed, he finds but 
a grinning death's skull in place of the 

apostle's head. 
With eyes opened to his sin of selfishness, 

he closes his precious book, and goes forth 
to comfort the sick and dying, until at last, 
after many weeks of toil and pain, 

" God's awful presence fills the sky," 

and the pest has flown, the world is glad 
again. Worn and sick with fever?for he 
has taken the plague?he returns to the 

convent; he again seeks his "Beautiful 
Book." 

14 And there it lay upon the stand 
Open?he had not left it so. 
He grasped it, with a cry ; for, lo ! 
He saw that some angelic hand, 
While he had gone had finished it! 
There 'twas complete, as he had planned." 
*l-And Friar Jerome nor spoke nor stirred, 
But, with eyes fixed on the Word, 
He passed from sin and want and scorn ; 
And suddenly the chapel-bells 
Rang in the holy Christmas-morn." 

ii \ YEAR*IN THE FIELDS." Selec 
/\ tions from the writings of John 

Burroughs, with il 
lustrations from photo 

graphs by Clifton John 
son. To the lovers of 
nature in her many moods 
this little book is a liter 

ary and artistic treat. So 

beautifully is this work 

printed that the illustra 
tions have all the value of 
first-class wood-engrav 
ings ; not only to teleprint 
ing alone is this due, but 
to the exceeding care 

given to the photographs 
themselves, and to the 

balf-tone reproductions 
as well. 

The text is beautifully 
written by an evident 

lover of nature, and takes 
the reader from the win 
ter snowstorm through 
the varied months of the 

year to the autumn time, 
the scene being laid at 
the home of the author on 

the Palisades of the Hud 
son. There is a well 

written introduction by 
Clifton Johnson, in which 
he says : ' 

An excursion 
with him (the author), in 
a book or out of a book, 
is freshening and help 
ful; and if the pictures 
in this volume, which ac 

company eight of John 
Burroughs's essays, as 

sist to a closer acquaintance with him and 
the home regions^he describes, they serve 

their purpose. 

44 A LITTLE GIRL OF LONG AGO," 
J\ by Eliza Orne White, is a dainty, 

prettily-written child's story, de 

scriptive of the little things that make up 
the life of childhood. It deals mainly with 
the Hamilton children, of old Boston stock 
and heritage, and will be read with much 

interest by those who know the story is 

founded on facts, and deals with 
" 

real 

people." 

HARPER & BROS., NEW YORK CITY. 

ii A LONE IN CHINA "-is the title of a 
. /\ volume of short stories by Julian 

Ralph, beautifully and copiously 
illustrated by C. D. Weldon, who made his 

preparatory studies, not only in the same 

field, but at the same time as the author, 
The singular experiences of a Miss Benedict 

of Pittsburg, who married a Chinese dip 

lomat, and with several other wives shared 
his fortunes and misfortunes in Shanghai, 
forming the theme of one of the most strik 

ing of Mr. Ralph's sketches. In another 
the adventures of Plumblossom Liu, who 

married Mr. Sam Beebe, a tea-merchant of 

Ling-pu, are narrated ; and here there is an 

English Mrs. Beebe to be reckoned with, 
and thus the problem of such in! ernational 

marriages is presented in another form. 
Other pages of the same volume contain a 

Chinese fairy story, told as no Chinese 

story has ever been told in English, with 

explanations, descriptions, and drawings of 
the scenes and objects mentioned in the 
narrative?and so on. The plan of the book 
is excellent; and it appears at a time when 

among nations of the West curiosity in 

regard to the Far East has been stimulated 

by Li Hung Chang's visit. 

DE VINNE PRESS, NEW YORK. 

ONE 

of the most charming books that has 
made its appearance this season is a 

volume of poems entitled?' 
* 
A Few 
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Illustration from " 
Country Clouds and Sunshine." Clifton 

Johnson, Author and Illustrator. Published by 

Lee & Shepard, Boston. 

Verses" by Paul Seigvolk, the author of 
"Ruminations and a Bundle of Papers." 

Mr. Albert Matheus otherwise known as 
" 

Paul Seighvolk" of literary fame, has 
for some years been a writer of '' 

Para 

graphs" in the Home Journal?which have 
created much comment, not only for their 

literary skill but for their charming senti 
ment. 

And so,this new venture "A Few Verses" 
has been published solely for Paul Seigvolk's 
friends, the number issued being only 
one hundred and fifty. It is a pity that this 
clever author has not given this delightful 
little treat to the general public. 

The "Old Apple Tree" is a wealth of 

charming lines. The'' New Woman'' is full 
of bright and sparkling witticisms. The Blue 
Bird gives us a breath of early spring 
while "In Memoriam" is a rhyme full of 
sad memories and a consolation for all peo 
ple. 

In fact 
" 

A Few Verses" does infinite 
credit to "Paul Seigvolk''?who like all 

really clever people is the soul of modesty. 

This book is printed by the De Vinne Press? 

who should be complimented on their artistic 

taste in producing such an acceptable piece 
of work. 

But we hope that the next effort of this 

popular author will be for the reading 

public?who know him as a writer of 

strong intellectual merit?and delight al 

ways in his prose as well as his poetry?for 
he has a keen sense of human nature. 

I Exhibition Notes. i 
?.l 

THE METROPOLITAN HUSEUM. 

YEARS 

ago the receptions of the Metro 

politan Museum were crowded to suffo 

cation. It was then the fashion?now 
there is a sprinkling of people, artists and 

other folk, who come there to see the famous 

additions given to this great building, and 
make themselves tully ac 

quainted with the loan 

collections, so instructive 
in art. 

Among the pictures 
which excited general in 
terest were the paintings 
lent by Joseph Jefferson. 

These occupied a good 
space in Gallery No. 2, 
and are fine examples of 
the different schools in 
art. Among others, there 
are two portraits of Sir 

Joshua Reynolds painted 
by himself, an excellent 
interior by Joseph Is 

raels, a fine Daubigny, 
and two artistic exam 

ples of Maure, while the 

portrait of Madame Car 
don which bears the sig 
nature of Rembrandt 

gained quite an enthusi 
astic crowd at diflerent 
times during the after 
noon. 

Mr. George A. Hearn, 
that patron of art, so lib 
eral in gifts, has pre 
sented some eight paint 
ings of the British school 
in oil. There is the 

* * 
Shep 

herdess," by William Ho 

garth, 
" 

Lady Burrow 
and her Daughter," ** 

Portrait of the Duke of 
Cumberland," by Sir 

Joshua Reynolds, and, 
besides all these gifts, there is lent by the 
same connoisseur paintings by Constable, 

Reynolds, Wilson, Morland and others. 
With all this munificence there are loans 

from certain individuals who send from 
their studios and drawing-rooms one pic 
ture, to add to the reception special interest, 

which as gems in tones and colors are 
worth a visit alone to this beautiful school 
of art. There is a " Portrait of George 

Washington," by Peale, lent by Robert M. 

Lindsay; "Conway Castle," by J. M. Tro 

mer, lent by Thomas Moran; 
'' 
The Cava 

lier," by C. Loring Elliott, lent by Mr. J. W, 
Stearns; 

" The Harvest Festival," by Mau 
rice Leloir; 

" 
Cash," by Mr. A. Blumenthal; " A Portrait of John C, Calhoun," by Ches 

ter Harding, lent by Major E. Willis; "A 
Classical Landscape," by Giovanni Paunini, 
lent by Mr. C. Ruthruff, and "The Rat 

Retired From the World," by J. Dolph, the 
artist. 

The Museum every year receives dona 
tions of plaster casts and armor, this sea 
son it has been enriched by many more. 
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